CUTANEOUS LEISHMANIASIS IN THE REPUBLIC OF PANAM
A Rerowr oF Twexrv-rive Cases
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The fiest case of entaneon: letshmaniasizin the Republie of Panan
ported by Daring {19101 at a meeting of the Isthmian Medieal A
At the same session, Flordiek (19100 reported o seeonid ense which was e
bv Darling. A =hort time lgter, Darlme (19000, 1911, 191 1a) and T i
Connor (1911) reported two further eases. Boates (1913) reported the:
with nasal mueous membrane mvolvemen!l that has ever been ol
Panama. Brosins (19281 reported one ensze, and in 1930, another o
(19040 reported nine new eases: Johnson (1900 sis 0 andd Snow el al, {_
new ones, Thornmbwrgh of af. (1952), have reported vheir pathologieal
Lavendy eases, including seven new ones. o summmary, then, thicty-ia
logically confirmed cases have been veported to date, '

We doult, however, that this small number of eases represents
incidence of (he disease in Panama, sieee during the first three month
we ptrended seven acute eses wd were alile 1o find eighteen easesin
Leieiad o healed staeo,
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The firse manifestation e all of the seven gente eoses was a localized
areg of ervibhema resembiing an mseet bite. There was no pain or s
aetion. Five of the patients actually saw an insect biting them, but th
seriptions were not sufliciently acenrte or detailed enough to identily
A papule which later beeame o vesicle developed in the center of th
tons aren, The vesicle eventually mpured doe Lo Srauma from serate
discharged a yellowish =erum, forming an uleer with o granular b
thickened, elevated, undermined border (B 1), i

With uleeration established, the nwehinge disappeired, but local suppis
with crist Tormation eansed varving dearces of pain, directly proporfional!
inlensity of the inflammation. The diameter of the nleers varied betwes
twelve centineters, They peeurred ouly on exposed parts of the body |
No symmetvivully loealized lestons were noted. The number of the i
between one nnd seven. There was superinfestation in three patient
antoimecilation from the prinsaey vleer. Xewte lymphangits and regional
e Lo secondary infection wers present m lve cases, In four patients l.
fiede]l Tvmphatie vessels were thickened and presenced  multiple small
along their conrse, These nodules were slightly ervihematous, tender
one vertimeter in diameter and did not uleerate. There was no case of
membrane invelvement ar Systemie reaction., Lk

Three patients showed secondary infection st the firse visit, while Iﬁ
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aur 1L had apparently been conteolisd by previous application of foeal anti-
ipties. As soon as Lhe secondary infection was controllad, the nleers apoenrance
hanged maricediv, the base became smooth, vod gl elean, sind the horders be-
ame fad and than, losing their undermined charneter. A= the uleers hesled, the
mnhangitis subsided and disuppeaved. The uleers healed stowly, For a time the
e wis pink and slighth sealy (Fig, 24, but bder beeame depigrmented, pink,
amnoth. s plistening with g hyperchromic border, 10 was exaetly this lntter ap-
earancee of the sears that we noled o the crghicon patients examined on our fiell
fps Lo be deseribed later (Fig, 35,

Frao Lo Uleer willi wogeanalar bagsesaoel & i lidekoned, elevated ) sodderominod v e,

Dramoss

In-all seven aeule enses the dingnosis was o ocondirmed by demonstrating
leishmanda frastiionsiz in sorapings and sections from the bovders of the uleers.
Smears from the surfuce of excsed nodoles of the superdical emphatios were
fetiive in three of five cases examined, o the eighteen late or ciealiienl cases
e dissosis was made takone into eonsideration the place of residense of Lthe
gshient, s occupation, the month ol ansel of the disease, the history of an
Itu'ﬂ'l 5Ii|.[‘:_ the elindeal listory of the lesion amd oegativiey of the VIR
ction.

LI 2 B Y L

e : . : s ; i . :
> Toinvestigate the sueronndings of the seven palionts, we visited Che villages of
o i ] ;

oo Bandera, Lumunga die Chilibree and Mesa de Poeora, aceompanied by D
al Hertie andd AL G Faieehild of the Gorgns Memorial Laboratorsy. We did not
i < - s e i = i 1
oo Arraijan heestse 11 has previously been ivestignted by ooe of ns 000 AL L
o reported st enses from there 100 VEEE O these field trips we eneountered
veh o will be meluded o the disen=sston of

ieliteen rases o the etetrieial staoe w
hEepideminlogieal dati:
A total of twenly e cases were stanhied, ol of the Tnde-Ameriean race:
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(Table 11 The extremes of age were from six to sixty vears, There wert i
minles and five females. Al of the pationts, with the exeeption of the l.' 1
vioualy mentioned humters were farmers who lived i the “bush 'Jlrlilli
infected while clearimg vivgin forest {1 enses), sowing (4 cases) or he

{0 cases ). The doration of continuoes residence i an arca beflore infecio
virred, vaned between two and seven years. Bar in all the eases, the cleang
new hush and the sowing and harvesting of the same cotneided with the
of the sickness, 1

g " | - & o L
Fhe varous localities from which the patients come prove that the disss
been observed ot i one area alone o i different ones, which justiess

previously expressed opimon of its geperalized distribution in the T,

=

Fii., 3

Freaa. 2 Fairly elent givin) stage of itleer, pink and shghtly sealv,

Fui, 3. Dopgmented, pink, sicooth, amd ghviening sear with a hvperchnomic bordses

COMMENTS

i o . o i
Hinee 13O the existonee of eutaneous leishmamasis i Paname s e

amply demonstrated, and woseems steange that only one case of mueous e
bhrane invelvement bas been veported. T all other respeets the elimieal manilesis
tons of the disense observid by us correspondisd exactly 1o the well ko
elimical entity ealled American emtaneons leishmaninsis,

The eprdemiologieal roview of each of the 1wenty-five cases supports (SRS
G TN FIRRE T TRl ] Fhimt 11 1% 5 rral |[i:-c'u.'-!t!. Eranismnit bl '“_-.,- el hseed ".'l"i.'ml':
aciuired during exposure o virgin forest A

Thae HI'ﬂ,.',ill i onr eaes aned of Lhose i::':"'.'i--u*-i_h' 1111:1!:‘1&! hj; other wi s
Panama show that the disease = widespread in the Bepublie with no :.;-;

endemie Ilnl'E,.'.m'. 7
T i1 - o J )
Finaliv from the comparatively large number of cleatneial eases ||:|.~_m1,'urg|1_
e 111"][[ Il.iE.'l:"'., wie l!'lln.l"]::l.h.' Iil:ll Ilh' nlri'“r.'l_w.r'\. .|-|. !'.l,‘ b Ins mre il-l I:‘ﬂﬂml

thet probably many morve eases would he denosed i this possibility) wenssas

-
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nall cases of ulcers of the extremities, and if individuals with uleerations

BUMMARY

“five new cases of eutancous leishmaniasis sre reported of which seven
icute uleerative stage and cighteen were in the healed or eicatricial

o

ors consider that present statistics do not represent the true incidence
se in the Republic of Panama snd that a better knowledge of the
will rapidly increase the number of confirmed cases.
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